
Tuesday, May 6, 2008

Speaker Greg J. Curtis
President John L. Valentine
Legislative Management Committee
State Capitol Complex
Salt Lake City, Utah  84114

Subject: Interim Study Topics—Health and Human Services

Dear Speaker Curtis and President Valentine:

We respectfully request the Legislative Management Committee's approval
for the Health and Human Services Interim Committee to organize its work
this year around the following prioritized topics. A detailed list of the Master
Study Resolution items and other issues that may be addressed under each
topic are included on the next page.

• Public Health
• Department of Health Programs
• Health Care Coverage, Quality, and Access (limited to issues not

addressed by the Health System Reform Task Force)
• Substance Abuse and Mental Health
• Aging and Disability
• Pharmaceuticals
• Emergency Medical Services
• Contract Providers

Sincerely,

Senator D. Chris Buttars Representative Paul Ray
Senate Chair, House Chair,
Health and Human Services Health and Human Services
Interim Committee Interim Committee

Michael E. Christensen
Director

M. Gay Taylor
General Counsel

Utah State Capitol Complex
House Building, Suite W210

PO Box 145210
Salt Lake City, Utah

84114-5210
Phone (801) 538-1032

Fax (801) 538-1712
www.le.utah.gov



Issues That Fall Within the Study Topics
Prioritized by the Health and Human Services Interim Committee1

(Note: Some issues listed under particular topics are duplicative or highly interrelated)

PUBLIC HEALTH

111. Sexually Transmitted Disease Rate - to study Utah's

dramatically increasing rate and how to best educate,
prevent, and ensure treatment for those who are
infected.

116. Therapy for Sexually Transmitted Diseases - to study

expedited partner therapy for sexually transmitted
diseases (S.B. 289).

104. Obesity - to study expanding obesity prevention

programs in Gold Medal Schools and the role of "Utah
Partnership for a Healthy Weight."

• Pandemic Preparedness

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH PROGRAMS

102. Medical Examiner's Office - to study the adequacy of

funding and the feasibility of establishing regional
facilities.

• National Epidemiology Surveillance System (NEDs) -

to study whether to fund a Department of Health request
that would allow the department to do real-time reporting.

88. Death Certificate Procedures - to study data and form

requirements of custodial funeral directors and
physicians related to processing death certificates (S.B.
175).

HEALTH CARE COVERAGE, QUALITY, AND ACCESS

87. Culturally and Linguistically Appropriate Services

(CLAS) - to study the extent to which the state's health

care delivery systems meet the national CLAS standards
and current proposed efforts to meet those standards.

114. Statewide Standards for Health Care Interpreters - to

study requiring the Department of Health to evaluate the
effectiveness of health care interpreter services in the
state (1st Sub. H.B. 428).

94. Health Care for Underserved and Underinsured - to

study access to comprehensive primary health care for
the medically underserved and underinsured, and the
role of community health care centers in expanding
cost-effective care and providing a medical home.

95. Health Disparities - to study issues related to health

disparities: review problems and solutions.

98. Insurance Parity - to study prosthetic limb health

insurance parity (H.B. 108).

106. Patient Safety - to study the role of government in

addressing issues related to patient safety in Utah's
health care facilities.

• Medigap Marketing Policies - to study whether

education should be provided to potential enrollees and
legislation should be enacted to permit a refund of
premium if cancellation of a Medigap policy purchase
occurs within a specified period.

• Receive periodic reports from the Health System

Reform Task Force.

SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND MENTAL HEALTH

118. Treatment Program Availability - to study ways to

increase the availability of substance abuse and mental
health treatment programs.

• Children's Mental Health - to study State Hospital vs.

community-based care.

• Methamphetamine Decontamination Standards and

Funding

AGING AND DISABILITY (primarily institutional vs. community-
based services)

75. Aging and Disability Care and Supports - to study and

determine the most effective balance between proactive
and preventive supports, including acute care, in meeting
needs in the aging and disability populations.

76. Aging and Disability Populations - to study the existing

and potential demand and cost of facility-based care vs.
community-based supports for people with disabilities
and the aging population.

84. Community-based Support Structure - to study the

community-based support structure: how the state can
develop the community infrastructure to support
individuals with disabilities and the aging population in an
effective manner, and how the state can attract and
retain qualified direct care staff to support persons with
disabilities and the elderly in the community.

• Long-term Care - to study the continuum of services

currently available and where changes need to be made.

• Disability Funding - to review strategies followed for the

past four years and their outcomes, and seek committee
direction on where to go next (Prioritize respite care
funding? Change assessment methodology? Change
distribution methodology? Etc.).

110. Respite Care - to study respite care for persons on the

Disability Waiting List.

80. Autism - to study the costs and impact of autism on Utah

children.

89. Disability Standards - to study uniformity of disability

standards adopted by the State of Utah and enforcement
of standards not adopted by the state.

PHARMACEUTICALS

115. Telepharmacy - to study defining "telepharmacy" (S.B.

291)

107. Preferred Drug List - to study preferred drug lists:

successes, failures, and options.

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

92. EMS Paramedic Program - to study needs and

necessity, and agency expansion.

CONTRACT PROVIDERS

86. Contract Provider Pay - to study contract provider pay

in the Department of Health and [the Department of]
Human Services.

Numbered issues are from the Master Study Resolution. Other1

issues listed here were identified and prioritized during the
Committee's April meeting.


